Success Stories . . .

Roger
Roger came to The Literacy Council just a few months ago. He had dropped out of school after the ninth grade. He

knows that his poor reading skills have kept him from doing many of the things he would like to do, like learning to
use a computer and reading his Bible. He and his tutor meet twice each week so Roger can learn and practice the
skills he needs to raise his reading above his current 4™ grade level.

Last week Roger bought a children’s book and read it to his four-year-old son. He was bursting with pride as he told
his tutor about the book and the excitement of reading it aloud. Roger may or may not realize the impact this family
story time has on his young son. Reading aloud is one of the single most effective things a parent can do to prepare
a child for reading success.

Juan

Juan is a construction worker who travels to a job in Chicago three days a week. When the tolls on I-9o doubled, he
was very concerned about all the money he would be spending to get to Chicago. He wanted to get an I-PASS but
there was no Spanish option on the 1-800 activation line. He and the rest of his ESL class practiced answering the
questions in English so that they could get an I-PASS. The next week, Juan came to class proudly displaying his
newly activated I-PASS. And he had arranged for the automatic transfer of funds from his checking account to his I-
PASS account --- all in English!

Florence

Florence is the oldest student at The Literacy Council and just celebrated her 91st birthday. She came to The
Literacy Council in 2000 because she had lost her husband and wasn’t able to read her mail. She had reading
difficulties as a young child and never learned to read past first grade level. Despite this, Florence raised three
children and for twenty years helped her husband run a successful business. Very few people knew she couldn’t
read.

Florence began regular twice weekly sessions with a Literacy Council tutor, who has also become her dear friend.
She now has a sixth grade reading level that gives her new confidence and independence. She can take care of her
mail and read books to her great grandchildren. She regularly writes to her grandson in Iraq. At an age when most
would consider one’s life as winding down, Florence is committed to improving her life.

Miguel

Miguel is @ man who grew up in Mexico and came to The Literacy Council in 2002. He had been in the United States
for two years and realized that he needed to learn English to be able to retain a job. He began in English as Second
Language classes and eventually was paired with a tutor for individual help. He has reached the highest Student
Performance Level and is now considered an Adult Basic Education student. Miguel wrote the following passage in
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